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Authorship identifies those individuals who hold primary responsibility for the content of the 
manuscript.  Students should discuss authorship eligibility and responsibilities with the major advisor 
and committee members at the inception of their projects.  Because research is a dynamic process, it is 
possible that substantive changes will occur in the contributions of research team members over the 
course of the project.  Consequently, students may need to renegotiate author credit and/or order. 
It is expected that students will be the first author on all manuscripts that emanate from their doctoral 
studies.  The following criteria should be used to guide discussions regarding authorship eligibility and 
order:  

 
        1.   Students may be the sole author on manuscripts that result from their doctoral work. 

 

2. Authorship credit is awarded to committee members and other individuals who make a 
substantial contribution to the manuscript.  Substantial contributions include: 
a. Formulation of the research question and hypotheses 
b. Conceptualizing the study framework and design 
c. Performing data analysis 
d. Interpreting the data 
e. Writing or critically revising sections of the manuscript  
f. Serving as principal investigator of a funded study that generated the data  

 
       3. Authorship order is jointly negotiated among the first and co-authors.  Authors who make major 

contributions in the analysis and interpretation of data and/or writing of the manuscript may  
precede authors who contribute in other areas.     

 
As the primary author, the student is responsible for assuring that: 

1. Each named author meets authorship criteria 
2. Each author has reviewed the entire manuscript and approves of its content 
3. Each author has consented to authorship 

 
Individuals who provide minor and/or general support, but who do not make substantive contributions 
to the design, conduct, analysis, or write-up of the study, may be recognized in the Acknowledgements 
section of the manuscript.  Examples of minor/general support include technical support, data collection 
and entry, proofreading, participant recruitment, and financial/budgetary assistance. 
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